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is not the leaſt blame laid upon =y 9 
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ſres to ſee more of this Mr. 
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of the London 8 A Reſolution of 


- this Caſe, \apherhtr it 


het Lamſul to Separate from 
the Public Worſhip of Gad, in the biin Aen. 
bliewnof England : I have extracted this; and 
all the other Citations mentioned out of the 


ſaid Caſe, and out of another which hath this 


Title, The, Caſe of Lay-Cliimunion with the 
Church of England, &c. In thoſe twoCaſes/the 
Reader may ſee a great many more Old Non- 
conformiſts Teſtimonies and Authorities upon 
this matter all proving the unlawiylneſs- of a 
Separation from the Church of England. - . 
do think, when I have tranſcribed ſome 
places out of Mr. Bal Book,” which I have 
me, it may be enough for my preſent pur- 
poſe: This Mr. Ball was himſelf a Non-con- 
Pen Miniſter, who hath . purpoſely 
to proye the Unlawfulneſs of a Separation 
from the Church of England, The Title of 
the Book is, A Friendly Trial of the Grounds 
tending to Separation: His chief deſign Is to 


Pede e ben ee 


rayers and Liturgy; and that the People 
may Lawfully be preſent at thoſe Prayers, 
which are put up to God in a ſtinted form of 
Worqs, tho in ſome things the Book may be 


faulty both q form and matter: He ſpeaks 


| in the gh ch p. 158. : 1 
= ; TENN * There- 


; 


1 


* N * * 


| . * 
n 


or * 1 7 his propgriogyTht 
#7 a Chriſtian, FY peg ak folly and withgoold 
ir. MW + © Confſeiencey 10505 

/es „Prayers Which ggc 
2 of me thi * 4.7 may "be ere to be 
om * fanlty for Form or Matter, in things not 
„ 5 nor Bordering 2 not 
nd raicious or gbaogious ; bug ſuch as may 
he Tolerated among Brethren, and theſe 


his 72 0 through the whole 1 o : 


be BY © the Book, but in ſome paſſages only. 


he MW done thing to allow Corruption, rl to | 


n- be preſent at the Service of God where 
on ſomething is done Corruptly: Fot the 
fall Tord ghargeth us to keep our. ſelyes from 
pollution; but alloweth not to ſeparate from 
ne N nm vnleſz he be pleaſed to go; before, 

as he goeth before us, It is one & thing 
1 e of abuſes in a Liturgy, any 


- 8 © . to tolerate what we caunot Rel rm; ; Fora 


ly * Liturgy | aid be framed fo, not that things 
on may be conitrued well, but that thi ey ator 
of conſtru 


ds 11 ered, 
to © when it is got in gur power to Eg 
of © the. Lord necdeth Log i; Yes Lie, neither 


1 y i. by us to. do eil, that good 
1 oy A. OT 9s THe ſay, [bk 


| amiſs; but many 1 
ich, are not ſo well 9 


ence, ver ſo innocent; nor 
I * approbation of that which in Conte | 
|| © cannot allow, tho never fo ſinall,. rothe 
- en might enjoy r . 
w1 
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them; | 


of ar ibe to an Error againſt Conſci- - 


9 
22 Ke I | Proſerngtive 
Th. Be cee of God in the Ordinances 
Fd But I muſt tolerate many 2 
De ee maintenance of Peace and Unity, 
* and the preſer vation of God's Worſhip : - 
For if there be not mutual toleration and for- 
*bearance but each Man will rigidly ſtand 
1 his own Opinion, and preſs others to be 
his mind, and follow Bis practice in all 
things, and every tittle ; of neceſſity all 
«ings mult fall iato Confuſion, and the 
urch be Rent almoſt into as many Pieces as 
there be Men. 

This is Mr. Bals propoſition , . which he 
Yroveth more at large by ſeveral Arguments 
lid and Rational: I will mention only one 

be: them, that you may ſee the better how 

much he was an Enemy to Separation. 
F. 180. No particular Memher of a Church 

61 may Voluntarily break off Eternal Commu. 

nion with the Church, or refuſe to Communi- 

Fcatein the Publik Worſhipof God, unleſs the 

Lord jeſus go before blew" therein, and be 

* his Warrant ; that is, unleſs Chriſt hath 

withdrawn the preſence of his Grace, or 

* the party cannot be preſent Without the 

© Guilt of Hypocriſie or Approbation of 

© ſomewhat that Is Evil. For the Members 

* of the viſible Church muſt hold Fellowſhip 

44 in Faith and Love, not only with one ano- 

ther, but with all other Viſible Churches, ſo 

2 far” as they hold Communion with jeſus 
Thriſt; and therefore no Member can Law; 
frully b break off External Communion with the 


true 
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| | apainſt Separation. 73 
r true Church of Chriſt, but in Datel 
© wherein , and ſo far as it hath broken 

* Fellowſbip with Chriſt, — But in a Congre. 


* pation where a ſtinted Form is uſed, and 


© that in ſome reſpects faulty here or there, 
© Chriſt | may be and is preſent in the midſt 
among them; Chriſtians are called to come, 
© and -may be preſent without being boo 
of Hypocriſie or Approbation of the leaſt 
Evil. To leave Communion, when we be 
* obliged to continue in it, is no leſs than 
* Schiſm according to the notion of it. Tho 
© Errors or Corruptions of ſome kind be 
© not only Tolerated, but Eſtabliſhed, Main- 
© taine&and Preſſed, yet if we can hold Com- 
©mpnion without Approbation of the ſame 
* Errors or Corruptiens , Separation in 
that caſe is pojuſt , raſh, and unadviſed; 
-&hecauſe the Lord therein doth not go be- 
fore us. The. fin of Separation is unjyſt, 
© is fo great und hainous, the ilEc8aſequences 
© and miſchiefs ſo many and fed. that all 
© Chriſtians ſhould be well adviſed; neither 
© to lay Stumbling-blocks before the Feet of 
© others, which might occaſion their turning 
© aſide,nor to ſeek or catch dccaſions of depar. 
© ture, but rather to wait and tarry till they 
© be aſſured that the Lord goeth betore them. 
And that you may not think that this 
Man did not diſapprove in partievlay a Se- 
paration from the Church of England, ſte 


what he ſaith in the ſame Chapter concerning 


pur Liturgy, 5.175. . In the ſecond Primis - 
N tire 


* uſed in the third and fourth Ages of 


| 2 break off Society wi 


Y * 1 
= p - 
© To - PA. 7 * 
5 4. 
"- 


2) eee 


durch (as ſome diſtinguiſh 


the firſt? they had a ſtinted Form o 


g not only for Leſſons, E vr of Ca and 


_  $ Goſpels, and Profeſſions of Faith, but in 
 * Prayers, for matter and mannner, got much 
_ © unlike to ours. To the Praiſe of God, ſaith 


che, be it ſpoken, our Liturgy for purity and 
< ſoundneſs, may compare ith any FE. 


Church 3; and if ia thoſe times the. 
«might Lawfully hold Communion, in 
Ordinances of Worſhip, we cannot at 
© Day Lawfully withdraw our ſelves by 1 = <4 
© fon of ſuch faults as be objected. 
I ſhall havedone with Mr. B4/l,vhen] have 
ſet down ſome off the laſt Words of the ſame 
— which 4 think very n 2 
P. 7286. © One or a few em private Ch 
K LW the wr — 
yer or Participation o theacraments, 
© becauſe they are admiaiſtred in a ſtin 
6 Liturgy, or the Corruptions preten 
* therein, is aigreater diſorder and Corrupti- 
bon than they can alledge jp the Litur- 
< * By concerning Prayers. or Adminiſtration 
© of the Sacramentsʒbecauſe in ſo mighty a bu- 
* ſineſs they; Challenge that Authoricy 
KChriſt never committed to them, go 
© direQly croſs the ane eaſed by; our 


< SF#jour Chriſt. -- 


So far concerning Mr. Balls opinion: 1 
hope my Readers will forging me theſe 2 
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+ Gitiations 341 think they are to the purpoſe; 
and I am ſure 08 higheſt Church. man could 
not e Hith better andi ſtronger t 
2 Unlawfolneſt of our e 
tion, than this - Non-conforitiſt 
iniſter hath done. 
Now | ſhall draw the Concluſion of Ar- 
ent from A thoſe Authorities, dtd ſay, 
1 if thoſe Old — thought 
a Separation from our Church was un- 
wal and- ſinful, What Reaſons can our 
Diſſenters have to make it juſt and law ful? 
Hath Church of England alter d any 
thing in her Worſhip and Government fince 
thoſe times ? ls ſhe” more defiled and cor- x 
rupted than ſhe was forty or fi Years a- . 
£07 I believe there is no er that 
would dare ſay ſo: Bat to convince chem by | 
the Words - pe of hoody Emenent Men 
amongſt them, 


them, ktiow 
had an MA ate * 1 / 
Mr. Barter in che Defence of — Kc. 
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+ geirher Blind 
© the danger on both. fides; a well amy; 

© our Light is not cleaber,. but lefs tha 

© theirs ; we ſee not further N 
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* than they did Change of time doth-nor. # 


change the Truth, nor will warravr/ as to 
* eour Religion, unleſs we reſolve t 

0 change as often as the times change. as 
read over the Old Non-conforiitiſts Books 


| agai pft Separation, we ſhall aaa; 
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| of Preſervative © 
© Objeftions anſwered: Then judge whether 
© their Cafe. and ours was not the ſame. In- 


A 
= 
: 
l 


* * 


© deed the _Cali#of Miniſters Conformity is 


much alter'd by a; New Act, which re- 
© quires ſubſcribing New: things: But that 
© part of the Liturgy,...which the People 
© are to joyn in, is made better and eaſier, 
© it being amended by challge of the Trag. 
© flation, and by ſome things explained, and 


_ © ſpmelonger Prayers; And thirty Years ago 


© there were many bare Reading, no Preaching 
© Miniſters, for one that there is now, There- 
fore our Caſe of Separation being the ſame 
> with what. it was of Old, it pities me to hear 
© many ſay, we are grown wiſer nou, and 
© have more Light than they: — 5 ͥ¾.ÿ 
our Writings ſhew upon the ſame Subject, 
© that we are far below them. The World 
© knows that the Turn of the Times puts 


 < maſt of us into the ſudden Poſſeſſion of our 


Onions, without one half of the Study, 
© which Ames, Cartwright, Parker, and others 


© heſtowed upon theſe Points. As for them 


© that ſay, if Mr. Dod, Hilderſhars'and Rogers 
© werc now alive, they would haye been of 
© their Minds: I delire them to prove it, or 
© not aſſtrm it. Did the Old Non-confor- 
<© miſts ,yant; Light and Heat, that cauld 
+ burn at a Stake for their Religion? © 

Theſe are Mr. Baxter's own words, which 


Ii were written in CAPITAL LET- 


TERS upon the top of every Meeting- 


houſe Door, that our Diſſenting 1 
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It is needleſs i to add any thing to this De- 
claration of Mr. Baxter: If the Old Non- 
couformiſts were in their right Senſes, and un- 
der ſtood as mu Ju of this Matter zs any 
of our New Separatiſts, 8 not miſta- 
ken in their Proteſtation againſt ration : 
a it = oy bewifhed that our ern Dif- 

ht ſee as clearly as + 9 both 


Cefn and the dangerons Miſchief 


of their woful Separation. 

80 far 1 hade done with this Ar ent, 
whereby it appeareth plainly,” that the 
nion and Prac ice of moſt part of the Ne. 
conformiſts were againſt Separation: And 
from thence, I conclude, that ſince there is 


no alteration made in the Church of England 


ſince their times, to warrant à Se I 
That of our Difſenting Brethren now, as 
unlawful . times * thoſe 


898 * * ue . 


P'ART of my g, and:ſhall anſwer 
the Fier Ob aan which dur NiſſentingBre- 
thren' da commonly make againſt the Church 
of England, to juſtifie their Separation: But 


before I enter into theſe particolars bdefire. 
my Readers to obſerve once more; that I M 


not conceru my ſelf any farther in their O 
18 than as they reſpect the * 
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t daily read in them the Sentence of 
their Condemnatioi,' put ou by 5 one of _ 
'principa pal Champions. 1 | 


B rr enen 
„Nom 1 lhall enter e SE-CO ND. 


ſters, and owed an im 


2 1 — And r 
19 have great Reaſon nt to enter into 


the Diſcuſſion oi _ For if the 


Peoples Separation be — 4 
. nt 
Action to ther. 

were altogether depending upon their Mini. 
— to 

then they would be obliged to à blind Subs 
miſſion, without any further Examination, 
provideci they were ho fark God of the Lawful. 
neſs of their Mmiſtry: But neither their 
Miniſter do chalenge ſuch an Obli 


in it ſelt, 


t of any con 


from them, nor th Penple belicre thems 


ſelyes to be under it. Beſides, a wee 


= — are not — 9 torr 
dens but their cots ePariſh 
Mints are their lawful Paltors, ' and ta 
them they are obliged to give: Attendance in 
Religious Matters. And there are the law- 


ful Syperiours in Church and State, towhem 
there lieth an ation on them ta ſub. 


mit, when they preſcribe- nothing that i 
contradiged by the Word of God: Fü 
that caſe it i. — to obey Gad than Man. 


But chere is nothing in the Church of Eng-. 


lan preſcribed againſt the Word of God, 


(1 have made it appear) thegefore 
are obliged Une I fay, to — 
| OY 
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42 hinſt Separation, 7 
F ee but not to the Diſleating Mini- 
-who ( as! rr cannot 
— fie"the 'Lawful e Miniſterial | 
Bes neither by the Law of God nor bx 
any Humane Law: For, to plead. the Toles 
ration Which is granted by Law, is no ſuffci- 
ent Plea : That act of Toleration dot +4 
1 take off the Penalty which the 
did inflict upon them; perten 
not 1 the Law Pit ſel whikh i8 
in being, rho" the Sanction of it be taken 
Lally, it is to be conſider'd, that Miniſters 
ire appointed for the Inſtruckion, Edificar | 
oh, and Comfort, and other Spiritual im- 
ements of the People: But when thoſe 
in Ements may be in a law way, | 
that all neceſſary Proviſions. at do 50 
5 155 in the Eſtabliſhed Church 2 
livered unto, them by the means of 3 
any othes Minitfry, « 150 5 the | 
fn A Separation ng of it up. 
hclbReafons,? / 255 i "Aicedſeſs to 1 
to iche Confideration of thoſe things that 
are objected by the D Miniſters, as 
Miniſters: Beſides it been done alrea- 
25 and eminent Men, and the Learnec 
ainted enough Win that kind; o 
e 1 will therefore content my 
If to anfver ſome of the chief . 
E 8 Diſſenters, vadet From 
tion iſſeati Cr 
rch of England, © * f 3 b. 
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" , OBJECTION L. 
- That the Diſſatters are not ſe ated from th 
* Church of England. e * 


H E Diſſenters ſay, That they are, falſiy 
. charged with a Schiſmatical Sepanati 

becauſe they do not ſeparate altogether from the 
Church of England ; but they own (at leaſt 
moſt part of 'em) that they may, and do Com- 
municate with the Church; and tho they do not 
make it a conſtant Practice, yet they de it ſame- 
times, and as there is occaſion, which is ſufficient 
to keep themſelves free from a Schiſmatical Sepa- 


ration. a wes 4 P {4.4 » 
 I'canuot conceive what is a real Separdti- 
on from.a Church, if the conſtant Practice 
of gur Diſſenting Brethren doth not make 
15 a one from the Church of England ; 
Ang it, in the former Ages of the Church, 
tlie that refuſed to Communicate with their 
own Biſhops upon ſome perſonal Prejudices 
againſt them, and joyned in Communion 
with any other Biſhops of the ſame Nation- 
al Church, where ſame Doctrine was 
| ant. the ſame Worſhip and Diſcipline ob- 
ved, and the ſame Miniſtry kept, were 
treated and condemned as Schiſmatical Per- 
ſons : I ask "whether our Diſſenting Bre- 
thren, in Making their Lawful Biſhops and 
Fakers, and joyning to another Miniſtry, 
to another way of Worſhip quite dif. | 

erent from the Eſtabliſhed Miniſtry and 
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of Church and - Toons 85 Unity and Con- 
cord l An harity, might hichiſſue out 
theig Canſormityto the Church Wherefore 
a5 a private. advantage is not to be defired 
and.obtained, hen it cannot got wich- 
out a generab diſadvantage and detriment of 
a whole Nation: nd as 29 and 
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good and welfare 2 of 
So conſt tly the rReace and Unity of the 
whole Church, is ta he preferd wthe better 
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| his" Oraces Qotaforts,:. norte be in- 
ſruged in the Articles of ther Faith,” nor 
to receive any improvements oer, Good- 


$, Sanctificatiqn and Vertue hut it & t- 
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of the whole Nation: _ = gobd- People 
were United tog agreed iu the 
fame Method; ke the ſoppreſling Vice; and 
promoting whatever is good and:Vertnous,we 
might have a proſpect of better ſaceals: And 
Ithiak ſuch à Brave and Unanimons Enter- 
priſey free from all Paſſion and Party, and all 
other Worldly ends and purpoſes, might be 
much mere Commendable before God and 
Men, tfiah a Sepatation of thoſe that 1 
2 themſelves, a# the beſt reformed; 
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is a great want „ As Well as a arge 
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and the Toleration which every Body Math 45 
I this. time, to chooſe what Religion they 
pleaſe; for thereby the Church hath not the 


power to erereiſe her ——— agalnſt her 
Corruptes 
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 Corruptcd-/and.;:Debauched.., Members :.-If 
there is any attempt made towards ity and 
apy Proſecution againſt any Sgaagalous Liver, 
he doth not fail to plead the; Liberty.of 
Conſcience, he will turn Diſſenter, and then 
the Officers of the Church have nothing more 
to do with him. And is it certain, if the 
Pariſn Miniſters take upon themſelves the 
Liberty o reprove and rebuke: ſome of the 
Pariſhioners, wbo lead Prophane and Scanda- 
lous Lives, they do not keep long thoſe 
Wicked Perſons amongſt the Members of the 
Church; Such Sinners, inſtead of ſubmitting 
to the gentle Correction and Ræproof of their 
lawful Paſtors, not only ſeparate from their 
Miniſtry, but even abuſe them at a ſad 
and ſo fall into an open Rebellion againſt 
Church, and a wilful contempt of her Diſci- 
pline, and of the Correction of her Miniſters, 
There is no Pariſh Miniſter in England, but 
is ſenſible of the great Milcluet of the Tole: 
ration which is granted unto the Diſſenters, 
as being the cauſe of the remiſneſs of Church 
Diſcipline, which occaſions more Lewdaneſs 
and Prophanation amongſt the People. Now 
it isevident, that if there was no Separation 
from the Church, it would be muchyeafier 
for the Officers of it, to confine all her Mem- 
bers within the Bounds of a Ghriſtian Life, 
and to put the Eccleſiaſtical Laws in Execu- 
tion againſt all vicious and refractory Per- 
ſons, without any Danger of driving them 
away from their Duty to the Church, and to 
her Miniſters. But 
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And to them I ſay that there are hut three 
practiſes. ini the Church af England which 
they can object againſt, as being — upon 
all the members of the — — | 
1. The requiring Godfz 8 
thers in theBaptiſm of: Children 4 
2. Croſſing of Children in that Sacrament 
3 Kneeling at the rectivlug of the Sacra» 
ment of the Lord's Supper. A the other 
Rights and Cettmonies, aud. patctis of Li 
vine Service, which the Diſſentars; tunk - 
be qulawſul cannot he ſaid tobi. 
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even preſcribeth,” in ordering that none Hall 
be Godfathers or Godmothers, but thoſe that 
have. e the Sacrament of ehe Lord 
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esd nets > kidivn, that it happrns but tao 
often, that the Parents are very ignorant and 
careleſs in the Education of their Children; 
and the Church, which is ſenſidle of it, hath 
reaſon to require other Sureties for the 
ecurity of the good Education of Children. 
Every body may Marry and have Children, 
yore and Irreligious per ſons, as well as o. 
ers; but ĩt b ſuppoſed that thoſe-who are 
choſen for Godfathers and Godmothert mag 
have better les of Religion; for none 
| obght to be oſen but tho Who receive tho 
Sacrament, who are more likely to take care 
of thoſe Children for whoſe Education cy 

ſubas age n by folemn promiſe 1 
fe . But if God- 
thers an God ers do neglect theperfor- 
mance of their undertakings, they only ere 
to be blamed, but not the Church, whoſe in- 
tention is good and pious. in the order and 
cription of it. And this brings me to 
the ſecond Exception of the Diſſenters, who 
ſay that the Common practice ſheweth the inuti- 
lity and vanity” of the Order, and even Expoſeth 
theſe Sureries 7 bs the Sink of unlawſmlneſs ang per- 
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"Laſtly, 1 cannot but w to Re howour 
enting Brethren are apt to find fault 
here there is noge; it ſeems they are cau- 
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Aatiquity, ſhould on a ſuddyn.; be diſappt 
vod in the late times of the urch, and 
pretence that it is abuſed by | ay,or 7 7 
Scripture- foundation? how. 1 8 
come te pals that the Reformers 
Church in all Countries did not Re, as Mell a 
our Brethren, the vanity and rue le .of 
this practice? For it is to be 9 
there is no Proteſtant Church abroa 5 
among the Luther ans,nor among theCalviniſts, 
but do all conform to this practice of 2 25 
fathers aud Godmothers. 400 leſt gur Bre- 
thren ObjcR, that perhaps tlie foreign Pro- 
teſtant Churches do not etigage the Godfa- 
thers and Godmothers to make ſuch promi 
ſes for the Education of thidſe Children; I wi 
prove the Coltrary by che Publick form af 
that Sacrament, as it is uſed in all the Fre 
. reformed, Churches, and compoſed by Calvin - 
himſelf. After the publick Exhortations and 
See the Ly Prayers of the Miniſter, he puts 
tugy of the this Queſtion to the Godfathers 
French refor- _ andGodmothers, Sincethis 5 
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God comte down fromH eaven I Fat ther you ſhalt 
Exhort him to liue according \toithe Rule thr our 
Lord hath given. ns in his Law, whichi Summaril 
conſiſts in theſe rwo-points, tolle Gt with 4 
our Senſes, our Hegrts and nun Strength;, and oi 
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Tix Neighbiues, To allthis, the-Godfarhers 
and Godmothers do anſwer, Tes, And though 
the Father moſt commonly i preſent, yet t | 
eſtion is not put to him but᷑ to the Godfa- 
ers and Godmothers, who alone enter into 
this ſolemn Engagement before God and his 
Church. 5. 3694 l 0 
There is no eſſential difference between 
theſe two Engagements, that of our Lyturgy 
and this of the /rexch reformed Church. And 
Faever heard of a Caluiniſt that made any Ob- 
jettion agaiaſt thefe promiſes, though I lived 
a conſiderable while amongſt them. Why 
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ie ding o the will and 
we ee t are concerned is it ; 
_— bby this Condeſcentioff of our 
Chagth,we fr to ſee Peace und _ 
ten this Nation. Bot tiut 
done, 1 Duty of us Miniſters to he 
Menſible iow grpondlch the cauſe 
| this 4 unt. e 
ou to Wuff det that this * 


in heit Mupriſfth, is no 


| nd ĩt is Mifr 1 5 
by the Diſſenters in making it ſo, I grant 
the Miniſters ot our Church are ng ed to 
donform to it and to practice it, but the peo- 9 
ple Cole e cho Whether they will give their 


fra oh ir ach 
ace it, dot * 
— 9085 them, vo tobe it Wpear befor c 
in referefice'to thoſe Is of dur Lyturęy 
which they think — nor make them 
guilty of iin: it thefe is any in doing of it. If 
it be ſaid that the vrophe nſent ils to ba 
41 b as well as their preſence, ſtuce they ** 


do bring the Children to this plac 
Where — is 8 reply, 


r rr — * 


They do not bring the Children croſſed, 
ur bur to PChaptized * our Diffenting Bre- 
ca * * thre », 


* 
* , 
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% 


thren own that that Sage . 
adminiſtred, not ht Ketenden 
Supenſtitious Cers mon ere 


0 . 


curing their Childrens B dans 


dren, which-they may i upon 20 
ſuperſtitious, without any da t 
can there be any defilement in chein laren 


their conſent which is required to make a 


| io, coco den * ze all thoſ 
go from us em, for od Baptiſ! 2 
diefiled cannot have its due effect, which isthe 


ed imong us, they do own that our 
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thing, neither act of their g 
of their Will tomards the cf ee 


pleaſe, either as lawfuFor indiflivent; oven 
4 


filemeat by it in their o 3 


which are croſſed, for as they arg not*eapa- 
ble of reaſon, ſo they are not capakleito — 


ral defilementi ſor lhopg gt our Diſſeating 
Brethren will not belie Mt the ſign of the 
croſs made upon the for of children leaves 
an indelible Character upon the place where 
it is mate, which defiles the for ever. 
But they may ſay, That che Sacrament it (el 
is deſiled by itʒ | Anſwer, That if they thought 
o 

m bein 


a 
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Regeneration of thoſe that are baptized; how 
can a corrupted and defiled Sacrament repre- 
ſent the waſhing away of fin and corruption 
That is a plaia contradiction. Therefore i 

not Rebaptizing thoſe that have been hapti- 


is good and not defiled. I confeſs the Art 
baptiſts, do Rebaptize thoſe that go to them 
from us, but tis not for that reaſon; but — 

cauſe 
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bie perſcus The 
eie abrliſbing e Poperv, bath ever 
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that Obildren are not t 

ö e Aol, and therefor? 
that go to them from 
ea ndependants, as, well. as 


ed inthe Church of Eng- 
Thos Teanpcarcth, that ſuce the Sa- 
eis got defied, nor the Godfathers nor 
nor the Children themſelves 


ef Croſſing, it can ne- 


eaſe in our Brethren to Se- 


pu poa that account. 
bare you to conſider that the 
Cro Childreois nc pert of the Sacra- 
meat, an appendict to ir, and this 
1s declared in Cane of the Church 


eig ee obſer ved byall re ſona- 
h of England, ſiith the 


Md abe, and ſo doth hold and touch. l, 
that eh Kn of ebe Croſs uſed in Baptiſm is no 
b e the ſubſtante'o/ that Sarament. Hr when 
rhe iin feeridipping the Infant er, or lay- 
ing ware u he ſace of ut Houuc ed theſe 
woralr, I baptize heb, KC. T be Tnfant 6 fully 
andyerfeltly baptized\fo as ue j1gn of the Croſi be. 
ing afterwards uſed, doth neither add any ching 
to the vertue and perfection of Gaptijm, nor be- 
ing omitted doth detratt any thitly: from #he eff cit 
ance of it." ' "A, aa, 5 
IL think this declaration of our Canon isa 
full evidence that this Ceremony is no part of 
the Sacrament. For no body ought to give 
auother ſeale and interpretation to cue 
8 K 3 Church's 


"> 
Church's pra _—_ 
me gives her bre "Cn a | 


and whoſoever wi * a + 
but eſpecially in the Spit ee | 
will never impute > the pe ey 2 
which ſhe openij diſomns, A. 

* 


gainſt. 


9 

* — ides, yl will you 1 noi cul Order 
of our Pay xa which is a er idenee 
and plain Proof, that this | 
be Jooked upon as a part of cg Sacrathen 
An&Fthat is, that the Miniſten es dire 
notꝰ to ſign they infant with — of the 
Croſs, when there is ang N 
Death in the State of Jnfariews 
not be omitted if it was 
Sacrament , or any Fart 5f 


the omitting of it proves exidenii =: 
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Church takes it to be needleſs, when the 4 

fant dyeth before it comes of ge; td : 

© thatheis not aſhallli&d of ChrilECrucified, 1 
54 mon) is no part of ces i 


crament, neither the etends 
that this 1 of the Croſs hath any Power or 


Vertue in its ſelf, s thoſe of the Church of 
Rome do pretend; not that it drives away 
the Devil, and makes the eſicacꝝ ot that Sacra. 
ment more eaſie and ſtrohg; there is no ſuch 
Doctrine amongſt us as the ſame Candice 
«Gare. Ii. apparent in the Communion Bodk, 
- that the Haut is, by Vertue of Bapriſm, before 
it be ſie neu pin rhe fien of the Croſa received 
into the Cath gation of Chriſts Flock,as @ — 
Me 
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Pots it plainly a- * ms” 
a mongit.”: e Pu- hh * 
7" ſtomsof chende which had - 
y deen derived fromtbe Apoſtles Terri. 4 FY 

Tertullianaſſu qs that they u- ad . 4+: 
ec itin the mofftommon adi 
eus of Lite, that upon every Motion at their 
2 out and coming in, at their going to 
4 th, or te Bed, or to Meals, on whatever 
N called them to, they wert to 
‚ of the Croſs on their Fore 

Ane — e 'tis no wonder that 
would gever omit it in the moſt Clem 2 
oftheir being iaitiated into the Chriſtian Faith. 
Obſerve that Terenlian _ in the Second 
Century of the Church, St. Ovian in the 
chird,and 5 Baſ in the ſoured] ſeareagci- 
ent Authorities, which are ſufficient Eviden- 
ces that our Church holds the Practice of it 
from the beſt Antiquity , and not from the 
r of Komm ”. 

Fragt that Church hathighycb abuſed i it 
*rurfied "rhe ſign of the to a ens * 
many ſuperſtitious uſes: But as the Canon 
declares, -The abuſe of arhjng dub nor take away | 
— uſe of it. And it is deckar'd in the” 
ſame place, that tb uſe of rhe ſen in Baptiſm, 
was ever accompanied bere with ſuch 2 
cation and exceptions" againſt 75 Po NE. 
ſerſtition and Error, as in the We; 
either fit or convenient, T 

Whoſocver hath a mind t 2 - 
Om this Point, and thinks all theſe 
Reaſons 
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Id have baden the Faithful ro 
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: o do as much a 2 
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Ido verily believe that thoſe Perſons, 

ih not bes conviaceditby ſuch Nett 

borribly prej againſt our Ohureh "= 

are of ion aud Biel on, 


Oe at Char 


ans 2 
all things c, für he, 
which "Th "Baud 5f e 


pats Charity, 
3. ch. aud (et 1% 1 0 N 2 
your Hinte ee ale in n 
on * 
hd ; 
Jod! 07 et Lerd s Supper of > 
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whereas 


* * 


Ai 


* 1 EY! 
- kneeling the Recoining the, . 


4 \ 3. £ 4a een ö * , EY ” T «oy | , l * 9 "3 
b * , „ . , 7 


ET wh be I. hd | '3 
is ." dro 
. 
— 122 upon. ith 
to Examine their chief e 
aud give ſufficient Aoſwecrsto Thoſe 
$3 ech 


fig, i OT ”— Oo, 
I. That kneeling; at the Sacramant 5s mia 
el eee 2 Commu- 
a % contrary 20 the 
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III. That ſering e 
form to our Sauiour⸗ tutte; 
er Geſture, nn 1 of ci at that 
Ter | hee 
""Agto the firſt, which is, that. kneeling at 
_ the Sacrament is rn becauſe it is impoſed 
4 4 Term of Communion” abjutue 2 nec 


[ac the Liberty of Chyiftians, 
e nothing liſe iu. 97. 
e 1s a great die to be 


oi ans betwixt things that are — 
or forbidden in Scripture , and * — 
are indifferent in themſelves. The 

af Religion both in reference to — — 
and Morſhip, are nded upon Divine 
Agthority, and no Humane Power ought to 
make any or Diminution to thoſe 
Eſſentials; oſdever will take upon him- 


{lf to impoſeWther any Doctrine or Eſſential 
Fog Worſhip, 


"» 
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noch . act Againſt dhe op 


$and e — : 
ee wu 7 ne Bod . * 9 
ed to ſubmt to Jucki . ahd- Impoſſi _=& 
re the Chor h of * 


ind, and erefort ſhe Condemns the © 
Church of Zewe, wee abs ſuch Dottrines 1 ” 

lately neceſſary " 
which not 4 — 4 4 


tradicted by it; as the Doctrines of, Fa- 
tory, an Corporal Preſence of our Saviour * 
in ment ; the Worſhipping and 
Serving of Images, and the directing prayers 
——— rted Souls. Theſe — | 
ſuch othg@& falſe" ines and Worſhip 
which are preſcribed to the Faith and P 
of Men, are made Eſſential terms of "4 
ion, aud therefore anlawful, having no 
— — in the Word of God: But as t 
the outward Manners and Circumſtances 4* 
Divine Worſnhip, as there is no particu 
Command, nor fun Protabiricniin Scri- 
| Pture, but only a general Rule, that ever 
_ thing in the Church may be done in Gd, 
cently, and toiE difieation, we ſay that they are 
indifferent in themſelves; and become ne- 
_ceſſary, only asthey are appointed by nec. 
vernors of the Church, for the @bſerviog thut 
general Rule, Order, Decency, » cation; 
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and the Obligation to ſu to, is 
only to prevent diſorder onfu nion = 
the 
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e ſubmit unte chi Or- 


Ai ice, by Vertve, of this Federal — 


mand, That we Nuſti obey our By in 
T2 all that are lawful; e 
| things; tho they are indiffer — | 


became neceury iy) "orgs rev, as 
no other wiſe. 
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this; unleſs — for diſorders and 

. fins in the Church. And they them- 

ſelxes do obfervefeveral entw ard clrom⸗- 

* ie their - which are not 

ibed in Scriptut which chey h 

ee ſtabliſmed fr order 3 Thus the cuſtom 

fitting] at the Sacrament, which they ob- 

i mo more commanded in Scripture, 

than kneeling; and yet their-Members do 

* ſubmit to it, and they think theyare obliged to 

-confdrm to that Ordinance. Nay, they would 

Jobk upon any of them to be turbulent and 

- troubleſonie Perſons, who would: undertake 

to diſturb peace and Quietneſs of their 


Societies, lng their. ee and 
9 ity 
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\ not com e 
oof 4 Fer, What 1 de e 
| hurch hath, not Power ip Foul 
any articles of Faith, nor-an 
* Jigiqn, but what can be 1a 8 el 15 
Scripture, we with our ting Bre- 
tren in that : And; ere W. Graph 
they think our Sep: 
of Rome yery lawful, Deng be -—-# 
' oa her members ſuch Articles of Fai ieh 
Fundamental Terms of Religion, as have 5 
3 But dt deny that 
| re in che 2 1 all the o 
practiſes of o hurch Fhich arg like 
rr Articles U Fal 
nental Terms of Reli- 


or eſſential an 
on: But we "that they are only cit- 
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contradict 
conſequ 


all the World That their Separation is very 
unlawful and Schilmatical,and their non-com- 
plyance with this Ordinance a Rebellion a- 


Salat the ul power. 1 hope this anſwer 
will give a Toll Satisfatign to their firſt Ex- 


-4 


ceptian apamnſt our practice of kneeling at the 


receiving of the Sacrament, Now to the ſe- 
cond Page. | 5 
II. The Diflenters ſay, that inceling at the 
receiving of the ¶ ment is unlawful, becauſe it 
10 S le i K 605 vlatrous ; this is a terrible 
accuſatiog Wainſt the Church of England, 
which hath very g 


eat influence upon thecom- 


3 
full of other prejidices agaigſt our Church, 
thightily pleaſed to hear their Teachers 
ente ain 
tous 


are 


ns. The.meer ſaying of this, 
goeth a great way wi bey wil 


* | 7 , 
never trouble themſelves Wahi. into the 


ok for proofs, becauſe 


truth of it, nor to 
It may be ſo. They 


they are pleaſed 


tre told of it (as they think) by perlog of 
ore 


7 and abllities, and therefore 
it muſt be true without any further ,gnquiry. 
If this was as eaſily proved, as it is affirmed 
by our Separatiſts, then indecd the Church of 
gland would be pulley of a great ſin, _—_ de- 
- ervS 
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mon ſort of peo e, Who having their heads 


m. with Ich black and ſlande- 
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- ferve to be forſaken, by good 
but God be tha 


I crave from for ug L trrite ef: 
lines, that they Would deveftthemlſeclves of all 
- prejudices, and ſuſpend, fora while, their own 
opinions; that they may judge impartially of 
the Reaſons which I have to offexagainſt this 

l if thisPropolithon be tre, e 1 

If thisPro n be trne, Kiteeling at the 
wy ns is Superſtitions and Ido- 

2 aſio — latrous then all thoſe that receive 
onjornit- that Sacrament. in dhe ſame 
poſture, are guilty of Superſtizion and Idola- 
fry. This is a conſequengeTthat cannot be 
denyed. And here is anothergiwhich is as 
true, Then all the Diſſenters who have ever 
received the Sacrament according to the cu- 
ſtom of the Church of England, are guilty of 
the Sin of Superſtition and Idolatry. © 1,yauld 
fain ask of our Diſſenting Brethren, whalvc 
received the Sacrameſt with us ether they 
have at any time oed or acktowledged 
thoſe great fins befpre God, making an hum- 
ble confeſſion of them,and begging God's par- 
don for them? Did eve any Diſſenting Mi- 
niſter put that Queſtion nato thoſe that go 
from our Church to them, and are willing to 
be admitted unto their Sacrament, Whether 
they have received it kneeling? And if they 
lay they have, did they make them ſenſible 
thoſe horrid fins, and exhort them to a 
ſucert 
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ac deteſtation of them, 

bei Logs ſtate of ſalvation / 
x het. Mia ba not done this, and 
mk our practiſe to be Superſitious and Ido- 
ons; 4 Wy they hayEnor/performed their 


aſtorgl offend; have het geficient even in 


done of the moſKneceſſary 


Pie which is to 


make their people aware of theſe great ſins: 
Nut beſice bow can this be reconciled with 
[ 


ir ocealionalSacrament ? Tney ſay, as have 
mentidned before, that they do not altoge- 
ther ſeparate rg us, but to keep Peace and 
Unity they now / and then joyn with us, and 
even communicate with us in the Sacrament. 
But how cangliey do that without being ſu- 
per ſtitious a ters, if to receive the Sa- 
crament kneelny doth — us guilty of thoſe 
hainous ſins ? can they. expect to be free from 
them, becauſe they communicate but now 
and then and that it is the only conſtant and 
oontinued practiſe of it, hich makes it ſinful 
dolatrous ? When the A poſtle bids us 
un ialarry, 1 Cor. 4 14. was his 
meaning that we ſhawld doe troiſtic ſometimes 
but not, always ? Noglywhen we had ſome 
worldly and temporal feaſdn to abide with 
it, and fall igto t Commiſſion of it? Accor- 
ding to this Principle, thoſe poor s of 
1 the Church, were great ſools 
ffergdeath, rather than offer —— but 


once to the Idols of the Heaem gt was not 
to quglife t hein. for ſome Preferments in the 
Goyemuent, bat it _ to fave even 2 
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| lives that it was impoſed n to coms 
mit one ſingle Act of Idolatry; and yet they 
would not-do if, and ſufferedithe loſs of their 
lives for the refuſing of it and our Dillen; 

ting Brethren are willing enough to fall inte 
that horrid ſin, if they can but enjoy ſome 
place in{the*publick Adminiſtration of Af. 
fairs; and they are well pleaſed that this 
Priviledge is kept and preſerved to them, 

as they have openly teſtified it upon the re- 
jection of, wat Bill which was broͤught unto 
the houſe of Lords againſt it. And yet accor. 
ding to their Principles, tis but a Priviledge 
of committiag Idolatry. Good Lord ! what 
complication of ſins there is both in their o- 
'Pinion and practice! If — at the Sacra- 
ment is an Idolatrous practiſe, then thoſe 
of their Members who receive it fo, are Ido- 
latrons, nay they are Hypocrites; for they do 
ijt without any ſenſe of Religion, and for o- 
ther ends and purpoſes than that of Religion. 

And they are likewiſe prophaners of the maſt 
holy things, ſince they make them ſerve to 
their worldly and temporal affairs. Idola 
Hypocriſy and tion of the holy Sa- 
crament, are $ that naturally proceed 
. from their occaſional Sacrament, and from 

their Principle that kneeling at it is Idola- 
trous. The Conſcience of our Brethren muſt - 
needs be very large, and their Religion ver 
eaſy, which if it doth agree very well wich 
their temporal intereſts, differs much from 
their pretended ſeverity of Morals, For they 
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try, 
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ee = they N from 

us tr ox and vicious perſons are 
$ mi 


U 
ed and admitted to our Communion, 
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even to the holy Sacrament ; and now on the 
| other fide{they are content o receive the Sa- 


ctament now and then With us Kneeling, 
tho that Poſture is Idolatrous. Tis a hard 
matter to xeconcile, ſuch contradictory Prin- 
ciples and Practiſes together: Ido verily be- 
lieve, if there was not ſomething beſides 
real Piety and true Religion, in thoſe Opigi« 
ons and PraQtiſes, they could never able 
together in the ſame Society. | 

t may be the Moderate Diſſenters, go 
not ſo far as accuſe our Church of Idola- 
try, but they are contented to ſay, that this 
Geſture of "Kneeling 1s oy eng But if we 
examine the meaning of that Word Saperſti- 
tion, we ſhall ſee that in the ſenſe of the Diſſen- 
ters, it can ſignifie nothid elſe but flat Ido- 


. 1 will give you the ſeveral interpre- 


ons of that Wo 
Scripture, or in Authors, both Chriſtian and 
Heathen ; and then you will ſee, that there 
can be no difference between Superſtition 
and Idolatry, according to the ſenſe that 
our Brethren give of that Word. | 

1. It appeareth to me that thoſe Who 
the Devilzor Angels, or the Souls 
of Dead Men, were called ſuperſtitious by tho 


Heathens; and the word Superſfision, which is in 


15 as it is uſed either in 


the Geek Language, Sg lignifies 
proper ſy the 8 of Demons Which is 
| 3 Idolatr 
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Idolatry 


. as the other; and if We are ſuper 
itious becauſe we Kneel at the Sacrament 
Which is but Bread and Wine, this ſhould 
rather be related to the Worſhip of images 
which is called Idolatry, than to the Prayers 
of the Saints, which * al Superſtition; 
the Bread and Wine in the nt being 
an Image and repreſentation of Chriſt. When 
I ſaid to the Arhenjans , That the per- 
ceived that in all things they were too Superſtitions, 
Ack. 17. 22. ak meaning was either, 
that the Atheniam Worſhipped more Gu 
or Dæmons than the an, or any other 
deer * as Dr. Hammond expouedt 
tl * that they werein general too 
much addicted to Wirſhip aff unknown Dei- 
ty: And that _— rather apply them- 
elves to know the true God, whom alone they 
ould Worſhip; this interpretation ſeems to 
agree better r N of i 
Purtrv.23.mentioning the Inſcripti 0 
. £ od. Ade from 


of their Altarg To the unknownd | 
th thoſe Jute tions, it appcarÞlain- 
„ that St. Ve «xl uſing that ward Supetſtition 
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in the Book of 
* ort. Lukt 10. his Hiſtory ſaith, 
that St. aul was. accuſed oh Feſtus, pra 
ning mn Superſtition. That is concerning 
own Religion: And among the Kine. | 


When the Atlas ſpeak of any Religion, the 


call it Saperſt:tion , and ſo the Greet Wot 
n is rendred-iadifferentlygby thoſe 
two Words Superſtitis and Religio,as it is to be 
ſeen in the old Greek and Latin Lexicon; D 
tound at the end of Cyrils Works. 

3. le wppeateth likewiſe - that this Word 
Super ficion, is uſed ts expreſs the 1 0 .of 
thoſe. who Worſhipped God 'oor of- 
Dread. Thus Aim Drin hav 
pared a Pious Man toa Fri d;and a Supes i. 
he meaning golf the 
Grcek Word, Gena in theſe Words: 
The Piaus Man tom te God it hom Fear 
Superſtitious wirh mar h Fta#', Dreading 
Gods as fo many Tygpts. According 
which Notion St- e is uff med to. ſay rs 
Deum religioſs umeri: a Sei timeri ; t 
Religious Man reveres God, the Superſtt | 
8 of him: And it ſeems that Epre, 
gave birth to this * 6 
ee, «Mt as he wa wii „ ich 


es an, Nerf, of 'a Provi- 
3 1 Care of ack 
al 


my 
* 


„ Preſer vais - 

ell things were done naturalibus 
motibus, and conſequently that Men were 
revere God and adore him, For 


excellency, and beatitude, and immortaliry.and 


| 


rranſcendent Beauty, but not to fear ot dread,ur 


be afraid of him. Therefore all thoſe that 


believed a Providence, Rewards and Puniſh» 


ments after this Life, that Philoſopher called 
them Superſtitious,or Fearers ofa Deity. Plus 

_ carchis in the ſame Opinion, as gay be ſeen in 
his Tract de Superſtitione, where he faith that it 
is the Rgigion of thoſe, who have full appre- 
henſions of the Gods, or are awed with ſome 
fritbeful Doftrines , looking om the Gods as (0 
many Furies or Sprights, conceiving them to he 


Cruel Minded, and other ſuch things , this is 


what he calls Su perſtition. \ 
. And laſtly that Word was alſo uſed to 
all Magical Arts and Sciences, Spells 
Ligstures, Chara Ge. The obſervation of 
guſpicious and offildous days, the Books of 
Avgurs, the flight of Birds, and ſuch other 
things, are called Superſtitious, which any 
By may find in St. Auſtin de doctrina Chri- 


Len ſitioſe, Epil. 78. Alſer ner 
1 ee art uſed to ſerve the Devils, 


Obſervers of Times. 


Ant quit; Naw if any of gheſe ſenſes be 
attributed qago. the Chutth of England, for 
4 i * 8 . . 


Kaeeling 


his greatneſs, and 


fliers, bb, 2, wader ghe Title of ee, 
0 


and they that uſe them, he calls S.perfitet: 


.TheſT are only Senſes and Explications of: 
Word Superſtition, which can be found in 


„„es eee re 
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KWSeparation. 153 
at the Sacrament, it muſt be the 
firſt as if we were Worſhipping and Serviag 
the Bread and Wine of that Sacrament, in- 
ſtead of Chriſt; the which if we do, we re 
as much Idolaters as Superſtitious, ſince, 
as L made it appear, the Word Superſtition 
in that ſenſe ſignifies alſo Idolatry. Ihe 
Second Senſe of that Word, which is the 
——j any Religion, either good or 

cannot hg iven to our practice of Kuee- 
ling at the Sacrament, no more than to any 
other Religions Worſhip of What Religion 
ſoever. In the Third ſenſe we cannot be 
called more Superſtitious than the Diſſenters, 
ſiace they believe a Providence and a Judg.. 
ment to come, as well as we, and proteſs to 
be as much afraid of offending God, as we are. 
Laſtly, thoſe that uſed any Magical Arts r 
Sciences, obſervers of Days and Starts, of 
flying of Birds, and ſuch offigr ominous Signs 
were called Superſtitious, l hope our Brethren 
will not actuſe our Church of any Magical 
Contract, and deviliſh Engagements, „ 
Kneeling at the Sacrament. Therefore 
conclude from all this; that if our practice of 
Kneeling is Superſtitihus, it is alſo Idolattbus: 
And let our Brethren pretend as much 286 
they pleaſe, to Moderation in their Accuſm- 
tion, if they charge our Church with a Su- 
perſtitious Practice, their meaning muſt be 
allo that it is ldolatrous. M huſineſs there- 
fore at this tire iq to juſtiſis our Church 
from this odious Charge, and prove, that this 

X & Practice 
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Practice of Kneeling at the | 
neither Superſtitions nor Idolatrous,, 7 

If Kneeling at the Receiving of the Sacra- 
ment;-- 2 and Idolatrous, it muſt he in 
theſe four reſpects, or i in ſome or one af them. 

1. It muſt be fo in its own, Nature, or in irt 
elf, al it is an Att of Kneeling. | 

2. Or it muſt be fo in 75 te fle 3 
hits; becwaſe f it is Kneeling at the *. of the 

Sacrament. 
| 3. Or it muſt be ſo ia ret of its being 

Impoſed by the Churoh. 
* 4 And laſtly, or. becauſe i, icky ed by the 
| Papiſis,, who have turned it tu Superſtitiaui 2 
 Iaolatrous Worſhip. 

I cannot imagine Wy: at ReaGas, why 
this Geſture ſhould n 01 
hin and Ido cn ſo that if I can juſti · 

it in theſe four reſpects, as L hope I ſhall, 
it will appegfpleialy, not only that our 
— are very unjuſt in their Slandergys 
Accuſation, but alſo that their Separation 
Ko reſpect is both Uulawfal and Sinful, 
That 47 2 be neither Super- 
flutions nor Idolatraus 77055 or in its own Na- 
How our Brethren od will grant. 
For 2 uſe it as well as we in other re- 
ſpects, as at 1 ee | 
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ah rectiving of the Sacrament; l fa 
that this cannot make this geſture to be 81 


yet it is not the Object Whereunto we 
direct tharworſip, We know that the Sacra- 
ment is but Bread and Wine, dedicated 


by the Miniſter to de a Repreſentation of tbe 
Body and 


of Chriſt, dut yet no Obe 
of Worſhip a Adoration. If our Diſſent 
ring Brethren were not hugely pr 

againſt our Church, and wouldnotremein ob- 
ſtinate in their ꝑrejudices, they might be ſa 
tisfied with the Churct!'s decken 10 that 
— — which is fo _ againſt all Super- 


will ſet. dovyn here the 
| — toanes ſeen in the Communion 
2 H /hereas it is ordained i in this Offie 


Adminiſtration of the Lad Supper, 45 
Cummuiticants ſhould rei ew 
Dae well meant for a — 2 o 
humble and gra- ul achnowledg ether” of rhe be. 
nefits of. Chriſt, herein given 1 worthy rea 7 

all ſuch 2 4 
en as gbr 


and diſorder in the 


oth he fave in 
2 an poſm. ade ur oe E 
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rr For though the 
t is the occaſron of our kneeling, . 


_ Pi. 


9 * 


- 
oe — 

- # 
* 


4 bs. . 


- 


= * 
s < 
: "i i 
9 * 
7 * 


. a > * 
a 
-- : 


[ þ - 
2 456 - © # Preſivative 
the "Sacramental e 
their very natural ſubſtances, and therefore 

not be adored Se Arp, to bY 
| Sorred of all faithful Chriſtians), and the nu 
Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt are in Ha. 
ven and not here : it being againſt the truth of 
Chrift's natural Body to beat one time in more 
Places then one. I think this declaration of 
eur Church ſhould be very ſatisſactory, and all 
| reaſonable perſons might veſF well be con- 
* tent with it, without any further Apology 
pr the clearing of this Geſture from any Su- 
perſtitious orldolatrous actignʒ but for a bet · 
ter conviction of ſuch as t be ſo eaſily 
brought to reaſon, I will add ſome more Ob. 
ſervations. When we Cuggmunicate we make 
a folema Commemoration of Gods infinite 
ercies in delivering up his Son unto Death 
of — Sins, If the remembrance of ſuch an 
inhnits: benefit ought to be precious to us, 
are we guilty of Superſtition and Idolatry 
becauſe we perform it in a poſture which 

think the fitteſt to expreſt dur moſt hum 

g—_— to God ' Almighty,who is the 

or of this ineſtimable grace? Our Bre- 
- thren will not deny that there is no act of 

\ Divine worſhip where more due preparation 

„is required then for receixing t ament. 

4 And why the act it ſelf ſhould not be alſo 

performed with the d reverence, a 
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when we receive the Sacrament, and 
when we pray, though both af, *a&s 
ochip, Der POR - vn oration direct 
to 91 „ which is mt 
to be conſidered, N te. is no good Chriſtian 
355 receives the holy Sacrament but is actu- 
ying at that time; and he hath more 
—— to praꝝ in that inſtant then ever, cg 
God may 175 bim the grace which 17 '. 

preſented | Hs outward Elements of Bread 
and Au Wine. He thereby renews his Covenant 
with God, 75 roceives the Seal of the Love 
of God, of his peace and Reconciliation, 
which God is pleaſed to grant unto him, bis 4 
Soul is altogether fixed upon God and his Sa- : 
views 1 z- and he is — 2 very inſtant made 

rtaker of the and Blood of Chriſt. 
Therefore far from "beings Superſtitious 
Idolatrous, to be in that moment in the 
humble and moſt devout geſture that & man 
can be, ſuch as kneeling is. 1 think it not F 
only 1 improper, but even indecent to receive ©” 
in any — eſture. Tis coldneſs in de 
tion to pray ſitting, as many ungodly perſo 
do; 1 ink j t a greater indevotion to ſit Þ 
when we both pray and. receive the Hol Sa- 9 
crament. 

Beſides, iin kneeling onfWorſtip was di- 3 + 


rected to the Bread end Wane, then =} 
eaturę inſtea 


4} 


we ſhould Worſhi 

the Creator, Which would be flat ldolatry* 

But v declare th ontrary, had that God 

, is the Being we adore and 
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4 14 rho can tell better 
er ſelf, what is the Object of her Worſhip? 
uns they ſay 185 have Bread and Wine a. 
re ou, and to 0 ou l 
* the pd inc. beings N 
agt but I deny v we to them; 
& yau hays Bible e you, Bi * 
1 at Prayer 
Kneel to the © Bible? 8 ** is = 


ſtition and ak Is (hg ae as inthe 
= But it the B Wine were 
* ma there, you mol not |, therefore 
2 8 W au Wine | deny 
1 of arg ar he 0 pl) A fa 
e m 
EE that L Rad io. them to the 
-Dbj MM Thus a Miniſter 
be the 
Rea on the qt oo the is 
t the Object 2 eople Kneel, 
ough they Kneel bef 
Io conclude this Head , By what hath 
2 ſaid, it appeareth plainly, that Knee- 
by a "uy ee can never 


0 — — fins in that 
but toſtrate gur 
ire? in a e e of bor pu ; 
ul and Bbdy 5 whom, we Wor- 
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+ ne re made Partakers of in that” 
auch in pouring out our Addreſs 
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t us — 1 | 
bop. Spiritual Gr Crit .,' repreſented duo 
us under the outward Elements of Bread and 


Wine. Further think it a great fault E 5 
our Brethren, to blame us Hegauſe we | 
preſs more Humility and Devotion, in * 
moſt conſiderable part of our Di . > 
than they du ay, they are ſtill mychanore 
to be blamed that they will Separate tut us, 
beca Service is more Humble and . 
vout theirs, I cheir Separation be Sin- 
ful (as Lam ehiWnghly convinced it is) my 
muſt needs make their Sin of J _ 
and ſlander ing oſ our Church ſo unju — 
ſhall not much he 1 : 
3 Whether Kneeling'4t the Sacrament can be 
ny, DOE: 1) voor | 
the Chureh.., | | 
I bare already EN... this; being the 
firſt excegtion af the Diſſenters againſt 
| Kneeling: And I have ſuſficieutl y anſwer 
the objections they can form in that reſ | 
and I have made it appear, that the Su ors. 
have Powet to eſtabliſh the oweward (Mans = 
ner of Worſhip ; and toerer i is indiffe- 
rent in iti ſelf, that iq Ich is neitheg 
. or Fa * the Word 
„ard which | ticle of Faith, 
3 3 be l ma 
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to ſubmit unto this order, without any Dan- 
ger of Superſtition and Idolaꝶ /; and none 
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Edification. Kneeling at theSacrament be- 
ing, aue of thoſe outward Circumſtances , 


which'are not forbidden inf the Scripture; 


and being neither Super ſtitious nor Idola# 
trous in it ſelf, as | have proved before: The 

iors of the . have the Power to 
poſe it, zud the Members of it are obliged 


can refuſe their complyance, without incur- 
ring the Sin of Rebellion and Contumgcy. 

4. And Laſtly, Whether Kneeling at the re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, can h itious and 
Idolatrous, becauſe it is abuſed by thoſe of the 
Church of Rome, who turned it to Superſtitian 
and Idolatry ? In reference unto this particular, 
I declare that I ſhall Write but little of mine 
own , becauſe it hath been done already to 
my Hands by eminent Men, eſpecially in one 
of the London Divines Caſes, entituled the 
Caſe of Kneelinff, at the Holy Sacrament ſtated 
and reſolved. And in the Reſolution of this 
Caſe of Conſcience, Whether the Church of 
England, Symbvlizing ſo far as it doth with the 
Church of Rome, makes it unlewful to hold Com. 
munion with the Church of England ? 

I ſhould content my ſelf, to refer my 
Reader unto theſe excellent Treatiſes, in 
reference to this Queſtion, was it not _thikk® 
thoſe for whom | write now, are not much 


acquainted with Books, 3 I will er 
wers, which thoſe 


dawn here ſome of the 
| | eminent 
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fore eye the d Mriges of Corporal Preſence 
and Tranſübſtantigti 


Chuteh, Which th to t Idolatries 
of the Choc this would bring me 
coo far hüt wies ver will be at the pains 
toR his Caſe Y 4 1 4 full 
ſatisfackſon Air that po at 1 is Wcon- 
teſtably trae, that  Knecllas e acra- 
ment w 17 pſed ſeveral A efore the 
daarines&f corporal” Preſence and Tranſu 
ſtantiatig were received id the Church. 
berefot If my Reader will graut me 10 
much vices 455 further trouble, this part 
ofithe Quer is alreadyfanſwered. H herher 
Dee e Kueeling; becunſe this © 
Bee W 70 imrtucediby Idolat ers: For 
if is true t chis eſture was obſer ved in 
the Church, in er, fit. u pureſt Ages , 
bet fiiſe ocriaes of cot por al price 


ad Ta e eee Mere received, then 
= it 
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where 
made appear, thats 
Decree to preſexi 425 at the Boy 
ceiving ak. the Sa ne, it ap-. 
peareth that Kneeling WAs preſcribed at t e 
5 ofthe Hoſt , and at, e 
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we, e any 


ecting *% 
I Un the Streets, den it is& to ſick Wu 
but re in the Ack of receivin 
a . be ſaid juſtly and trul „ 
that 25 


uſtom eeling at the Sacra⸗ 
ment was duced hy .Idolaters;- Nay, it 


appeareth plainly in the abqve.mentioneg 
Caſe, that the Pope himſelf, yandithe Prie 


ſaying Maſs, do not Kneelwhken they re- 
ceive. The Pope receiving upon” lfs 
ng the 


Throne, and the Prieſts ſtand 
Altar: So that we might have as muCligea- 
ſon to ſay to our Brethren, that their practice 
of ſitting, is an Idolatrous practice, fince it i: 
the ſame, that the Pept himſelf obſexFeth. 
1 ſhall- jy no more in relation to this firſt 


part 
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He "This is clear from Scripta for if "Rites 
and Ceremonies; after they have been uſed 
by Welaters, become abſolutely Evil, and 
©Unlawfuf to be uſed at all, then the 7ews 
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Sn that are given to young N 

cominonly abi longer; and take, the 
Root in thay Hearts, let thoſe im- 
preſſions u good of Had. Ther efore as you - | 
ate "obliged in Conſcience, to gixe a good 
Example to our Children, and to bring 
them up in the way of. Coon ner, 
ſo yon muſt de careful to turn their Migds : 
Aſſectious towards ra * 
.valge- for the Church and all he Y 

„ avoiding 1 ſpeak Conteniptuobiif: | 

of Malle, and never ſuffer ing the 
ſame in your Chiſtren, or in thoſe that are 
hon. eee 2 
3, And Laſtly, * of yu are 


2 


2 


od to e your Reli would 
— * an nts 
careful Exawftation, both of the Matter | 


e n * 
ee repel Bs, 


— ** es t doo . 
= = a of 
35 2 


ion, in 
ſelvss, rhe "and At 
guments that” are brought, in orh/ 
conſulting and advi 


4 
Which you think have be ee dee 


j 
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ſelves, and Reading ſuch Books as 7 
| commended to you, by thoſe who may haye 
| no intereſt to'dective you” But cheaply 
| it is our Duty, if ever you have any pught,/ 
of Separating from the Church, to 1 8 
our Pariſh — x0 with your e an 
thy before him the reaſons you | 
grouge your diſſatisfaction en, whether it b 
of os our Worſhip, or Church Government; 
if he be not able to reſolvè your ies | 
give you a full ſatisfaction ( though I hope, 
: e may have Abilites enough for this , ex- 
cept you be ſtrongly _prepoſleſſed by other 
* Motives than that of Religion) i cle 
ö muſt m yoo application ere al 
5 Eminent and Diſcreet Miniſter qt our Ch 
before whom you muſt lay don your B 
ſons and Scruples, and to whoſe Anf 
you muſt copſcientiouſly: hearken K ih 
tend, avoiding all vain diſputations and: 
ſtrifes: And I am ſure, 1 you thus proceed 


in the matter, and uſe theſe means in the Fear 


of God, vou ſhall cured of any 
Poſe to change your Religion The +: 2 x 


Feſt of a Separation, u r ſo plain 
evident to you, that 55 ha: to 4 
the moſt accute and importunate Diſſenter, 
ſhall not be able to in any Natewyr: 


| whatſoever towards it. 
But Secondly ,, As yon are obliged to e en- 
quire ſeriouſly and particularly into the Mat- 
ter jt ſelt, if you have ever any thaught of 


turning Dinenter: So in the oy Caſe,you ag 


mw 


45 fully atisfied 
Law ful and lh 


'worle, is the doi 10 an il} purpoſe, 
as in ſpight fas al 


* 
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to conſider what Motives bring you to this 
change ; it you are good Chriſt iaus, and real- 
I deſirbus to pleaſe God, and work out 


your Salvation , Jon will never ſuffer your” 


ſfalyes to bẽ withdrawn from the Church$ut 
by a_meer Mot dye COONS: when you 
t your Separation is both 
Tags lady ah heed that 
no Humane Conſiderations , or Worldly're- 
cart have ever any Hand in ſuch à Reſoluti- 


on: For as I ſaid befor, tho a Separation from 


our of Pes were Lawinl, yet to euter into i it 
x ot ſuch reſpects, it, wil be granted 
'reaſanatile Diſſeaters, that it Becomes V 
info? :* Har chat hic will wake it 


iniſter, and to be r- 
venged of him, if it was poſſible to be done 
that way: As this is a mocking of Sed, and bf 
his Religion, io n b e. 
degree, which wo e | 
ſelves clear of er any ere de ha 

bet geen you and your 'Mitfiſter, you ew 
make your beſt endeavours for a 
conciliation, "vfing'all poffible tfiea 
to it; and if you cannot com Fu 


* 


and reſtore Peace amongſt your ſelves, even 


with the interpoſition of ſome Friends, you 


' ought not for this to Separate from the 


Church of England.) But im caſꝶ you think you 
cannot be Edified by your Migiſter,you are ra- 
ther to joyn you ſelves to another Neighbour- 
ing Pariſh Church , for your attendance on 
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Divine Service: but yet you are to take care, 
not to do this hut after a Tryal of all reaſon, 
able means of Peace and Reconciliation with 
your on Miniſter, and that you have exi- 
dently juſtified your eee in that at- 
ter, ſo that the hlame of your Separation 
from him, lies altogether on his ſicſe. 

Thus have I freely given my advice to you * 
good Neighbours, and dear Brethren: And 
though I deſiga it, and this whole Work in 
particular, ſor your Good and Advantage, be- 
cauſe you are all under my care; yet where. 
as both are of a general uſe, 1 heartily.wiſh, 
their influence and ſucceſs. may be as general; 
I ſhall. be glad to ſee, that the'pains 1 have 
taken in Writing theſe Lines be not altoge- 
ther in vain. . And I Pray Almighty God to 
fill the Hearts of our Diſſeatitg Brethren 
with a ſence of their Sin, to inſpire" th 
with a Spirit of Peace and Unity, of Love a 
Charity, and that as we are all the redeemed of 
the ſame Je, as we have all the ſame Faith 
and the ſame Hopes, ſo we may all joyn toge- 
ther in the ſame Communion, and in the ſame * 
83 and with ont Heart, and one Mouth , 

lorsfie the Father of us all , which is in Heaven. 
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